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GIDEON’S ARMY
Gideon’s Army is the fundraising arm for 
the ministry of United Youth Outreach. 
As directed by the Lord, our goal is to 
find 300 partners who will support us 
on a monthly basis for a minimum of 
$30.00 a month.

To be part of Gideon’s 
Army, please fill out 
the enclosed form 
and send it to us 
by fax or email, or 
call us toll free with 
your information. 
Your donation can 
be paid monthly or 
on an annual basis. 
We will update the 
thermometer each 
time we publish the 
Up! Newsletter.

Please contact 
us if you have any 
questions about 
giving to United 
Youth Outreach.

Visit www.gideonsarmy.ca for details.

JOIN OUR 
PRAYER TEAM
E M A I L  U S  A T :

prayer@unitedyouthoutreach.ca

 I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E

BY: LARRY MOORE, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Whenever you hear the term ‘business as usual’, it conveys 
a sense of safety and security in what used to be. It usually 
means the processes that were operating in a certain 
fashion will continue. If the goal is to help us feel that 
everything will proceed as it did in the past, then ‘business 
as usual’ are exactly the words we need to hear.

However, ‘Business As Usual’ is No Longer Enough.

I believe that when it comes to youth ministry in Canada, 
‘business as usual’ will literally mean its demise. If we want 
our students to be Godly disciples in 2017, then how we’ve 
operated our youth ministries in the past could be the very 
thing that keeps them from following Christ:

•  We can’t simply entertain them and expect them to grow 
into disciples.

•  Regular attendance at our programs isn’t enough to 
change lives.

•  Discouraging honest discussion about their doubts will push 
them further away. 

•  Treating them as ‘disciples to be’ instead of ‘disciples now’ is 
short-sighted.

Our process of discipleship cannot be:  
1. Behave 2. Believe 3. Belong. 

If that’s business as usual, our destiny is already set and it’s not 
pretty. In fact, Jesus taught exactly the opposite:  
1. Belong 2. Believe 3. Behave.

He made everyone experience His unconditional love whether 
they knew Him or not. Everyone belonged before they believed, 
and after they believed, their behaviour changed to line up 
with their belief. Jesus loved them unconditionally even if 
they didn’t arrive at #2 or #3. And we need to love them 
unconditionally as well. 

The church must change; there are thousands of young lives that 
are depending on it. We can no longer afford ‘business as usual’.

TRAINING UP LEADERS
BY: LARRY MOORE, EQUIPPING
After many years of mobilizing students to share the love of Christ, AYMI (now United) 
began to see a great need for the training and development of youth workers in the 
church. It wasn’t unusual for us to see students lives powerfully changed while on one of 
our teams, only to have them return home and not seem to ‘fit’ anymore. In some cases it 
was understandable but underneath it there seemed to be an inability on the part of the 
leadership to know how to lead and develop them into mature disciples.

For many years we had attempted to develop training resources that would help the church 
in the area of youth ministry. In response to this need, Equipping was initiated as the youth 
ministry training arm of United. We’re happy to report that this year has seen a substantial 
increase in this ministry on a number of fronts.

1. Equipping - Youth & Children’s Workers Seminar

This is a 1-day training seminar for youth and children’s workers that is held across the country. 
We’re very excited that this year has seen us plan a total of 10 seminars, and though we had 
to postpone a couple, it has been our most successful season of training to date. (CONT’D)

‘BUSINESS AS USUAL’ IS NO LONGER ENOUGH – PART 1

Street Invaders is a Summer Missions Program that 
equips and unleashes youth to share the Gospel. Over 
the past 28 years, participants have taken Jesus’ message 
to many places from the streets of Saskatchewan to the 
slums of El Salvador.

One Street Invaders Alumnus has been propelled to create 
an initiative to address the needs of refugees.

He is currently overseas helping with the alarming refugee 
crisis and is challenging you to become involved by taking 
the “Good Canadian Challenge”. 

Please visit www.goodcanadianchallenge.ca to see 
how you can become involved in sharing, giving or 
sponsoring a refugee family. 

REPORT FROM REVELSTOKE
BY: DALLAS MCLEAN, ETERNAL RIDERS
Greetings from Revelstoke! Eternal Riders has survived their first winter in Revelstoke, 
BC. It has been a challenging winter for our team. However, we have seen God at 
work all the same!

Story of a win: 

Eternal Riders has been helping out with the “Pasta 
Feed” put on by our local church. The Pasta Feed is 
an event that takes place every Friday night through 
the winter where 200 ski bums and locals from the 
community are given a free meal with dessert. It is 
a staple event in the community. During the event, 
Eternal Riders gives out ER Bibles and meets local 
skiers with whom we share our faith.

Our Pastor from Revelstoke Baptist recently had a 
conversation with some skiers from Quebec. They 
had questions about Christianity and our Pastor 
was able to give one of them an Eternal Riders 
Bible. A couple weeks later the skier came back 
and had some questions. He asked about John 
15:4 “Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No 

branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Nei-
ther can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.” He then asked if this meant that 
Jesus’ words in the Bible are like food that we eat and they nourish us. He also asked 
the Pastor to tell his friends at the table what The Gospel was because they had 
never heard it. The skier is now talking about how Jesus changed him and put him 
on a new path! Praise the Lord… The Gospel is alive!

Updates: We had our first Steeper and 
Deeper event in February. It is a new 
event we will hold each year to encour-
age the Body of Christ and share the 
Gospel through worship, fellowship, and 
skiing. Our first year was a success! We 
were blessed with great snow and an 
awesome time of fellowship and wor-
ship. It was great to meet lots of new 
people and to share the ministry of 
Eternal Riders. We are already looking 
forward to next year as we hope to see 
the event grow to encourage the Body 
of Christ and bring the good news to 
the lost!



UPCOMING DATES
April 21st 
22nd YWOP Conference
FFCA High School, Calgary, AB

May 20th – 22nd
Legacy One @ YC
The Inside @ YC

June 5th - 7th
Eternal Riders Wakeboard Camp @ 
Lake of the Ozarks, Missouri

June 29th –July 2nd
Eternal Riders Wakeboard Camp @ 
Moose Lake

July 16th –22nd 
Street Invaders, AB

July 23rd – August 13th 
Street Invaders SK

August 13th
The Inside @ No Greater Love

August 14th – 27th 
Street Invaders, BC

RECURRING EVENTS
INTRODUCING: THE WALK
BY: DANIELLE ZIPPRICK, THE WALK
“You have the most beautiful smile,” I said, as we stopped for a minute on the 
corner. Sarah* was a new face to us, but her friendliness was contagious. She shared 
that her night was just beginning, but that she was hoping to make just enough 
money over the next few days so that she could pay rent for the month. 

“So, what are you guys doing out here”? She asked. “It’s not a great part of town.” 

It was the perfect open door. 

“We’re just out here handing out roses tonight. We want you to know that you are 
loved, valuable, special…”

The Walk is a prayer centred, street-level ministry geared toward building 
relationships with those involved in the sex industry. We long to see individuals 
restored, dignity returned, and lives rebuilt. Our hearts are for both the exploiter 
and the exploited to be transformed by Jesus and to step into the calling He 
created them for.

At its inception, The Walk began as a prayer-walk throughout the areas of Calgary 
where street prostitution occurs. The goal was to fight human trafficking through 
prayer and through learning about the issue in our own backyard. In five years, The 
Walk has grown to include ministry to ladies working on the streets and in massage 
parlours. The Walk also extends grace to Johns (those paying for sex), lovingly 
reminding them that these women are someone’s daughter, and inviting them to 
reconsider their participation in the exploitation of these precious individuals.

Twice a month, The Walk hands out gifts of flowers, homemade baking, and 
jewellery, among other things, seeking out conversations with women and men 
on the streets and in parlours. Our hope as we build relationships with our friends * Names have been changed for the safety of our friends

TRAINING UP LEADERS (CONT’D)
These day-long training seminars are always a great support to everyone who attends. 
They provide relevant training, access to resources, encouragement through being with 
others who have a similar call, and inspiration to go home and make a greater difference. 

One lady contacted us through social media and said, “Thanks Equipping for coming to 
our city this past week. I think that it was a very encouraging event and I came away 
feeling that passion for ministry getting stirred up again!” 

You can find information about our training seminars online at: www.equipping.ca

2. Skype Coaching

Equipping has developed a coaching resource that we provide through Skype that allows 
us to do one-on-one training with any youth worker who has access to the internet. The 
coaching can be used for everything from general tutoring and troubleshooting in areas 
that youth ministries are grappling with, to full leadership training and step by step support 
towards a complete makeover of the youth ministry.

3. On Ramp for Youth Pastors

Often there are those who feel called to do youth ministry on a full-time basis, but are not sure how to make this happen. 
Equipping, in partnership with Eston College, has developed an On-Ramp to Youth Ministry program. It involves assessments, 
coaching, mentoring and training to help those who feel called to youth ministry actually move towards it. This is our first year 
of involvement with the On-Ramp and we’re pleased with the results so far. We have a potential of 6 who would be willing to 
consider this as their life’s work. 

One of the most important parts of process has Equipping acting as a placement agency. We will help find opportunities 
in churches, organizations, etc. for students to be placed in a position of ministry to students. Then, through an agreement 
between the church, Equipping, the student and Eston College, we will follow them up for 3 years to make sure that they are 
getting the best opportunity at success.

4. College Mini-Semester

It’s been some time since Eston College has offered a youth ministry mini-semester. We’re excited to announce that this 
resource is once again available through the college, and is included as part of the on-ramp program. The most recent mini-
semester was completed in February and we are very pleased with the results. 

Please continue to pray for Equipping. For us to grow further, we need the Lord to provide an administrator who can help further 
develop many of our resources and the funds to complete them. 

is to have open doors to speak with 
them about Jesus, to pray with them, 
and to provide them with resources so 
that when they are ready to exit the sex 
industry they know who they can call.

Donations are always welcome, and go 
toward funding outreaches, as well as 
our annual Valentine’s Day Banquet that 
we throw for ladies in recovery.

We at The Walk are thrilled at all that 
God has in store and look forward to 
further expansion throughout Calgary in 
the months and years to come. 

Our heart cry is that every individual 
we walk with will be able to experience 
freedom and wholeness in Christ, and 
will know how valuable and precious her 
life is.

Love On Fire Friday Night Drop-In
7:00pm-9:00pm; Airdrie Gym Drop-In
77 Gateway Dr, Airdrie, AB

Four12 Drop-In
7:00pm-9:00pm; 9827 Horton Road 
SW, Calgary, AB

YWOP Pivot FWD
Thursday nights; must be referred by 
the courts or officer

YWOP Club
Monday nights, 6:30 – 8:30pm; 
Ambrose University

The Walk Outreach
Every other Friday night;
Visit www.thewalkyyc.com for more info 

The Inside – Thursday Night Drop-In
6:00 – 9:00pm; 32 East Lake Crescent 
NE, Airdrie

UNITED YOUTH OUTREACH IS 
EXCITED TO WELCOME OUR 
LATEST MINISTRY TO JOIN OUR 
ORGANIZATION.

FROM THE BOARD …

We would like to thank Doug Baker 
for serving on the Board of Directors 
from when United Youth Outreach 
(formerly AYMI) was incorporated until 
the present day. Doug expertly utilized 
his 30 years of business and accounting 
experience to provide expert advice 
and scrutiny to this organization. Doug 
is ending his time with us due to poor 
health. We would ask that you consider 
praying that Doug would receive a 
creative miracle.

“SHE IS CLOTHED WITH STRENGTH  
AND DIGNITY, AND SHE LAUGHS 
WITHOUT FEAR OF THE FUTURE”.

We would also like to remember 
the valuable role that Larry Graburn 
played in serving this organization 
on the Board of Directors for many 
years. Larry went to be with the Lord in 
October 2016. His valuable contribution 
to this organization will always be 
remembered, as will his laughter and 
softness to the gentle leading of the 
Holy Spirit.

LARRY GRABURN

DOUG BAKER


